
 

 

 

 

Romiley Golf Club 

Newsletter, June, 2011 

 

A warm welcome to Alex White 

 Romiley Golf Clubôs new professional  

 



Seniorsô Open, 20
th

 June, 2011 Wallasey Golf Club 

 

 
 

Geoff Fisher and Mr. President, Ken Cooper 

 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!  

Seniorsô Open, 20
th

 June, 2011 Wallasey Golf Club 

The President, Ken Cooper, and his partner, Geoff Fisher entered the Seniors Open at 

Wallasey Golf Club on the 20
th
 June 2011.  They teed off at 8.40 a.m. in perfect weather and 

were paired up with two golfers from Eaton Golf Club in Chester.  They played off 5 & 6 

gross to Ken and Geoffôs gross of 11 & 14 respectively (3/4 handicap). The Romiley pair 

decided not to risk a wager which proved a bad decision. The course was presented in good 

order and the greens were fast and true.  After a somewhat shaky start with Geoff three- 

putting for a 5 and 2 points on the first, this was followed by some steady golf. The highlight 

of the front 9 was a pleasing 3 for 4 points by Geoff on the 3
rd
 hole. Ken and Geoff knew they 

were playing well but were still surprised to find they had accumulated 24 points on that front 

9. The tenth hole seemed a bit of a trick hole with a dog leg to the right but Ken came to the 

rescue with a well-earned 5 for 1 point. This was their first hole with a below par points 

score. The ship was righted by Captain Cooper and boatswain Fisher with 2 pars and a gross 

birdie. They were back on course.  Another gross par, with a shot, put them in line for a good 

score. The wind by now had strengthened and the 16
th
 hole (a long par 3) was indeed a hole 

that could be a card wrecker.  Not so for our President, who proceeded to draw a superbly 

well struck 5 wood to about 10ft from the pin. Ken and Geoff finished off the day with 

another gross birdie and 4 more points!! 46 points in total and a winning score. 

All in all after carding a gross par 73 between them Mr. President and Geoff Fisher toasted 

their success with some beer and large amounts of smiles. Indeed, miles of smiles. 

 Geoff Fisher, contributor 



 

Vetsô Away Day at Chapel-en-le Frith , Thursday, 2
nd

 June, 2011 

 

  On Thursday, 2
nd

 June, 2011 Romiley Vets visited Chapel-en-le-

Frith GC on an exchange day.  In glorious weather 21 Vets 

enjoyed a great day with stunning views over Combs Reservoir.   

Mick Andrew won the Stableford Comp with 35pts followed by 

Peter Healey 34pts, Roly Hewitt and Stuart Bowker 32pts.  An 

excellent meal in the clubhouse completed a great day out. 

 

Mike Wilson - contributor 

 

Ladies Centenary Cup & EWGA Medal (5), Thursday, 2
nd

 June, 2011 

  

           Winner Linda  Moore 16- 89-73 

  

             2nd      Denise Booth  9- 83- 74. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vets v Davenport, Friday, 3
rd

 June, 2011  

A beautiful sunny day provided ideal conditions for golf in our return match against 

Davenport Seniors at Romiley. First out should have been myself with the Vice Chairman, 

Mike Wilson, but one of the Davenport opening pair was still practising in the nets at 9.00 am 

so Colin McManus and Eric Jones got the match underway. They were pleased as they 

eventually gained a good two holes on us. I am sure this was down to their speedy play rather 

than any tardiness on our part! Mike Wilson and I got off to an excellent start, winning the 

first four holes and reversing the trend from the previous week. On the sixth all four players 

were on the green in two which was quite an achievement for four vets! We eventually won 

comfortably, as did most of the Romiley team: the final score being seven and a half to two 

and a half. Heather provided a delicious cottage pie followed by strawberries and ice-cream 

to round off a most enjoyable day. My thanks go to Denis Hall and Ken Wykes for their 

organisation.  

Malcolm Booker - contributor 

 



Menôs Monthly M edal, Saturday, 4
th

 June, 2011, Captainôs Qualifier 

 

       1st Division -  Winner ï John Walker 78 ï 9   69 

Your editor met John as he finished his round. However 

John did not want to tempt fate by having his photo taken 

after making a very good score and before the result of the 

competition was known. He was absolutely delighted with a 

rare win in his category achieved with a mixture of steady, 

journeyman-like, unremarkable golf. 

 In the spirit of football banter John has submitted his 

(winners) photograph taken at Wembley on that great, great  

day of the Final. 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 John said that he tried to play 

bogey golf. Quite a few pars 

and then a birdie on the18
th 

and there it was ï a good 

score.    

Wayne continues to hit the 

ball a long, long way but too 

often in the wrong direction. 

Watch out for him once he 

starts becoming consistent! 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Division                                                                                              Third Division  

Winner - John Doherty -  80 ï 12 = 68           Winner ï Wayne Andrew ï 99-26 = 73                         

 

                                



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamin Edwards        John Mawdsley         Martin Gahan 

Refreshed after the half way House 

 

 

Terry Corfield was claiming a hole-in-one at the 15
th
. 

Having taken his usual club, his driver, for this par 3 he 

was delighted to see it disappear into a hole. However, 

this was the much larger three foot square hole at the top 

end of the path. Here Terry can be seen brandishing his 

fearsome driver. 

 

 

The Beatles Social, 4
th

 June, 2011  

Sensational Sound of the Sixties Success 

What a night! What a super night! Great music and some strange dancing styles, especially 

when Tony Fitz, the President and Mr Vice attempted their own take on the dancing style of 

Freddie Kruger. No. Sorry. Wrong Freddy. I meant Freddy, of Freddy and the Dreamers 

fame, not Nightmare on Elm Street! Mind you after watching them I'm still getting 

nightmares! On the night with raffles etc well over £1000 was raised for Christies. Well done 

all who attended and especially Ray Hayes, Debbie Costello, Heather Mercer, Alan Walker 

(DJ) and all the rest who worked hard on the night and beforehand. No names have been 

attached to the pictures to protect the innocent. 

 



  

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hard to believe...  BUT  Mr. Vice Captain, Mr. President and Mr. Captain 

 

Menôs Invitation Day, Sunday 5
th

 June, 2011 

 

This was a well-supported Invitation Day played in reasonable 

conditions and John Spence and Chris Harrison were in imperious 

form to claim the win on a card play-off with 44 points 

Chris birdied the 13
th
, John the 14

th
, Chris the 15

th
. A par on the 

16
th
 gave Chris 3 points followed by John birdying the 17

th
 for 4 

points. It was coincidental that John Spence, former M.D. of Antler 

Luggage, received 2 pieces of Antler luggage as his prize! 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gareth Roberts, Bramhall  Paul Wagstaff          Garry Bingham, Disley  Craig Kendall 

                             44 points                                                    43 points 

 



1st Team Match v Prestbury Golf Club - 7th June 2011 

 

This year it was Romiley's turn to host the annual match against Prestbury, and I was given 

the responsibility of arranging the fixture and, as it turned out, the dubious honour of acting 

as Team Captain. 

 I managed to gather together a group of members, probably on the promise of a guaranteed 

return fixture at Prestbury next year and the opportunity to play the course and to sample the 

legendary cuisine at that club. 

Having said that, the carvery roasts provided, in the absence of Heather, by Donna and her 

staff, were superb, and everyone from Prestbury was extremely complimentary about our 

catering and hospitality. 

Before the match, almost in the style of Arsene Wenger, I was generally very content with the 

team, and believed that we had a fine mix of experience and golfing skills. It turned out 

though that after a strong start from the opening groups, we actually had substantial weakness 

in depth rather than strength, and the overall result was an embarrassing defeat by 4 matches 

to 2.  

Mr. Captain and I set the anticipated standard in the top match with a crushing 6&4 win 

against the Prestbury Captain, Mike Forbes, and Tim Greenwood, and Ian Gibson and Ian 

Smith (that's the Yorkshire one, not the Captain) played out an exciting 2 holes win against 

Chris Adams and Phil Reynolds. However that was where the Romiley joy ended, and losses 

by Alan Costello and Duncan Challen (2&1), Steve Lawton and Eddie Howson (2&1), 

Gareth Woolnough and Andy Brocklehurst (4&2) and Mark Kitchen and Mr. Vice Captain 

(2&1) completed the unhappy tale of woe. 

Not even a pathetic attempt by Mark Kitchen to claim a half because he and Mr. Vice played 

the last hole on a ñdouble or quitsò basis would have saved the day. 

Clearly the reputation of our fine Club is at stake, so I shall be reviewing every aspect of the 

preparation for next year's return match and may even consider a few days at a training camp 

in Spain or Florida to get everyone in peak condition. Alternatively I could sack all the losers 

and start again! I suppose I will have to keep the Vice Captain though, because he'll be Mr. 

Captain by then so I won't really be able to drop him. 

 

 
                    Martyn Wilson (contributor)    Mr. Captain,      Mike Forbes     Tim Greenwood 



Society of Manchester and District Golf Captains 

 

It is always a good feeling when your club is praised but even better when the praise comes 

from such an august body as the Society of Manchester & District Golf Captains. To 

paraphrase and quote Tony Bowden, Chairman Match Committee ñ...our most sincere thanks 

and appreciationò,  ñmade to feel most welcomeò ñ organisation and cooperation of your 

team was excellentò  ñ lots of favourable comments from our membersò ñThe course was a 

credit to your Greens Staff and committeeò ñ meal provided by Heather was excellentò and, 

most importantly  ñ.. returning to Romiley sometime in the future.ò 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romiley Golf Club Ladies Open, Thursday, 9th June, 2011   

 

Ladies Open Day dawned very wet. This is called understatement. I had to sit in the car for 

10 minutes because it rained so hard. Miraculously the sun came out and the first ladies 

arrived. Just as they were off to the lst tee the heavens opened once again and all I could think 

was please donôt flood the greens and make us cancel. Mother Nature relented. The rain  

stopped, the sun came out and blessed us with its presence for most of the day.  Pleased to 

say the rest of the day went very smoothly, with 24 different clubs playing. We had a 

company called óLove Golfô who came to sell ladiesô golf clothing.  They did very well and 

we will get a percentage of sales. 

 All the ladies who played thoroughly enjoyed themselves. They thought the course was in 

excellent condition and were very complimentary of Heatherôs lunch and also the hot carvery 

in the evening.  

The winners were from Romiley, Rochdale and Oldham namely Pauline Walker, Angela 

Wheeler, J. Antrobus and B Scholes with 89points 

2
nd

 were from Romiley, Tytherington and Lytham on a card play off of 87 points and were 

Denise Booth, Anne Harrison, S. Hebden and W. Mitchell. 

3
rd
. All from Tytherington with 87 points were C. Stanley, J. McKillop, S. Ware and S. 

Hunter. 



 
Jill Wolstencroft (RGC), Sarah Loy, Liz Lyons and Jennifer Hart (Warrinton GC)  

 

 Pam Cunnington, Opens Secretary and contributor. 

Vets Match v. Bramall Park, Friday, 10
th

 June, 2011 

 

Yet again the weather stayed fine for the vets in our match against Bramhall Park. Having 

lost narrowly in the away fixture we were keen to make the most of our home advantage. 

John Gardiner, Bramhall Park's captain and his partner Chris Moffat gave Messrs. Booker 

and Wilson a tough game, but the home pair eventually prevailed at the eighteenth. Romiley's 

biggest win was Colin McManus and Roy Clayton's 7 and 5 victory. The overall result was in 

doubt until the end but Romiley came home winners 6 - 4, before heavy showers returned in 

the afternoon. Thanks again go to Heather and her staff for an excellent meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Booker, Dave Thomas  

and David Baker (Bramall 

Park GC) Alan Parkey 



100km Charity Bike Ride from Manchester to Blackpool , July 10
th

, 2011 

 

 

The MAMILs  

John Walker, John Gordon, Andrew Cainen 

(Middle Aged Men In Lycra) 

 

 
 

The principal benefitting charity is The Christie which Andrew is supporting, whereas John 

Gordon will raise monies for St. Annôs Hospice. John Walkerôs chosen charity is Francis 

House Children's Hospice which his mother supported until her death last year from cancer 

and this event has proved a powerful motivation to undertake this gruelling ride. 

  

All three will be posting sponsor sheets in the clubhouse. Here are their web address details 

for online sponsorship.  

 Get your money flooding in to              www.justgiving.com/John-Walker2 
                                                                 www.justgiving.com/john-gordon 
                                                                 www.justgiving.com/andrew-cainen . 
 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/John-Walker2
http://www.justgiving.com/john-gordon
http://www.justgiving.com/andrew-cainen


Stableford and Rabbits, Saturday, 11
th

 June, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st
 Andy Reed 39 pts                                     Winner of Rabbitsô Trophy Ray Hayes 34 pts  

ñIt was fantastic,ò said Andy modestly.  

ñJust 22 on the back 9ò 

 

 

 

Daily Mail Foursomes 

 

 Colin Davies and John Doherty have 

won again.  They beat Glossop on the 

16
th
 (3 up and 2 to play).  The match was 

played at Romiley. John says that Colin 

played out of his skin. Next challenge is 

Altrincham away in a couple of weeks.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Mixed, Saturday, 11
th

 June, 2011  
 

On yet another hot, balmy, dry and still June evening Romileyôs intrepid teams of mixed 

golfers embarked on 9 holes of intense competition.  The event was a Texas scramble with at 

least one drive being used from each team member.   



In third place with 31.6 were Diane and John Houghton, Astrid Ceelen and Darrell Parker.  In 

second place were Angela and Shaun Slate with Alison and Andy Reed who had a score of 

31.4.  But winning with an impressive margin (of 0.6!) were Mr Vice, Janet Worthington 

with Rosalind and Richard Hale.  Apparently it was an all round team effort, particularly on 

the 2
nd

 hole.  Here they used Rosalindôs drive and Janet then chipped in for a two!  

Meanwhile Mr Vice was trying to convince Richard that he really didnôt bear any grudges 

following the FA cup semi-final (Ooops ï sorry didnôt mean to mention that!).  So began 

Rosalindôs golfing career ï one competition and one win!  Itôs all downhill from there!   

Two other ladies made their debut on the evening.  Carolyn Brinsley and Rachel Broster 

ventured out, acquitted themselves well and, most importantly, enjoyed themselves! 

As ever, although the golf is important, the evening was good fun and the competitors were 

handsomely fed by Heather and her team.  These evenings are always a good social event and 

long may they continue! 

   

Richard/Rosalind Hale Derek/Janet Worthington Astrid Ceelen Darrell Parker Di/John Houghton 

Richard Hale, contributor 

Junior and Ladies Greensome Stableford, Sunday, 12
th

 June, 2011 

Despite continuous rain, not a break in the clouds 

and a temperature more reminiscent of November 

than mid-Summer, a very wise decision was made 

to make this a nine hole competition. Despite the 

weather some very good golf was played. Gill 

Walker and Mark Smith with a stroke allowance of 

8 came in with a very commendable 17 points. 

However Lorraine Burrow and the Junior Captain 

Ash Frith, with a stroke allowance of 10 returned 

the winning score of 18 points. The trophy was 

presented by the Lady Vice Captain Audrey Jones.   

Lorraine Burrow Ash Frith Audrey Jones  

Bob Blundell - Contributor 



 

 

 

 

 

                           Gill Walker   Audrey Jones     Mark Smith 

Alliance Foursomes 

After the joy of victory in the preliminary round against Castle Hawk, we promptly got a 

tough away draw to Reddish Vale Golf Club. 

Needless to say the match was a hard fought affair on 

a tough blustery afternoon.  Romiley Golf Club 

fought hard but with the first two matches losing the 

battle was on to try and win. Mike Murray and Neil 

Heathcote pulled one match back, closely followed 

by Mr President and Geoff Fisher. Match 2 ï 2  so 

not looking bad. Colin Davies and John Doherty 

(Champions of Foursomes) won their match easily 

and Romiley were looking good at 3 ï 2 up. The 

remaining matches were close but unfortunately the 

difficult fin ishing holes proved to be in favour of 

Reddish and the match slipped away with Romiley 

losing 4 ï 3. As can be seen, Mr. President took the 

defeat hard, the car park flowing with his tears. 

 

Mike Murray - Contributor 

THE ALL WINN ERS TROPHY 

 

This year will be the 31
st
 year of the All Winners Trophy, so as it has now well and truly 

come of age I thought we might look back over 30 years. 

Although I am correctly credited with its inception I would like to put on record that without 

the helpful discussion and enthusiasm, from Don Smith & Martyn Wilson a new trophy at 

Romiley at that time would not have got off the ground. At first I wanted the prize to be a 


