
 

 

 

Romiley Golf Club 

Newsletter, March, 2011 

Captainôs Drive In, March 27
th

, 2011 

 

A proud-looking Captain, Ian Smith with his family Harry, Sarah and Julie 

A raucous crowd was brought to order by Vice Captain, Derek Worthington praising the 

organising ability of the in-coming Captain, Ian Smith, to combine his 50
th
 birthday with the 

Drive In. Francine Walburn led the inspired singing of ñHappy Birthdayò and it was to be 

hoped that the golf would improve matters. Ian ñSnap Hookò Smith led the way and there 

was an audible groan. Mr. President, Ken Cooper, was preceded by Sarnôt Major Corfield 

who gave a list of instructions which were then totally ignored by Mr. President. More 

groans. Out stepped Ashley Frith, Junior Captain, six foot four inches of youth, power, 

sinewy grace and muscle to power his ball forward (just). Very audible groans. Calmly 

stepping forward came Lady Captain with pink ball and pink tee in hand, setting up with 

precision and swinging slowly and sweetly. The strike was met with a roar of approval. It was 

straight. It went down the middle of the fairway. Lady Captain merely turned round and 

smiled sweetly. 

 

 



  

Ashley Fri th, Junior Captain              Ken Cooper, Mr. President 

 

                                 Peter and Hazel Royle, Debbie and Alan Costello  

 

 

 



Vetsô Texas Scramble, March 4
th

, 2011 

    

         Bob Stirling                               Geoff Higgins                          Peter Cooke 

Friday the 4
th
 of March saw thirty-six vets in teams of three take part in a nine hole Texas 

scramble. The temperature was only three degrees at eight thirty but the weather was fine and 

the course had dried out nicely over the previous few days. 

The requirement for each player to record three drives made it more interesting and certainly 

put some pressure on the person driving the eighteenth. 

Several teams posted scores under par and the general feeling afterwards was that it had been 

ña nice changeò, ñmost enjoyableò and ñan excellent formatò. However, it was the dream 

team of Peter Cooke, Bob Stirling and Geoff Higgins who romped home with four birdies. 

They could even afford a bogey at the last. 

  

 

 

 

 

Nigel Ingle, Malcolm Booker, 

author and Joergen Frederiksen 

Were Nigelôs parents aware that 

they had created an anagram for a 

son? 



Matthew Ellis 

 Matthew joined Romiley Golf Club as Assistant Professional in May, 2002. The professional 

then was Robert Giles and in Matthewôs second week at the club Rob Giles was away playing 

in the PGA Championship at Wentworth! Matthew lives in Helsby on the Wirral so when he 

was diagnosed as having epilepsy it was not easy but he was especially grateful and thankful 

to Derek and Janet Worthington who provided a home for him.Matt qualified as a 

professional in 2006 and took over as Romiley Golf Clubôs professional in November, 2006 

when Lee Sullivan left. 

 

The highlights for Matt have been the Finals in the Dunham Team and representing the club. 

He has won pro-ams with Ray Wilde at Hillside and West Lancashire being 5 under par at 

both and at Ormskirk with Mark Kitchen. For the last two years Matt has qualified for the 

National PGA Pro Glenmuir Championships.  

 

Recently Matthew put the skids under the rest of a big field in the Mansell Finishes Winter 

Pro-am Series at Ormskirk even though he had to play through a nagging groin pain on his 

way to a three-under-par 67 to win by a one shot from Swinton Park assistant David Smith 

and Bolton-based Steve Parry.With 400 points available in the last of the six events at West 

Lancs on April 7 any of the leading eight players can take the title so Matt is in with a 

chance. 

 

Your editorôs abiding memory of Matt is when he showed me how to hit a drive 270 yards ï 

off his knees! We wish him well in the future. 

 

 
 

 



Ladies 14 hole Par Competition, March 3
rd

, 2011 

For the benefit of male members this is what you call a ñBogieò 

                                                               
  

  

1st div Angela Wheeler   1 down                       2nd div Angela Slate               2up  

 

Cheers! 

 

 

 

An immaculately attired Terry Corfield at the Half Way House with his customary toast ï

ñCheers, dears, queers, Gentlemen of Royal Engineers and men of other regiments.ò 



Fourball Betterball ï 5
th

 March 2011 

 

Winners Ray Hayes & Mark Worsley  34pts  

The turning point was a fine finish on the last three holes with 3 points at each. Roy noted 

that he has won this winter with both Mark Worsley and Matt Reid showing that the common 

factor was the ñHollywoodò effect. 

 

2
nd

   John Omand & John Mitten   33 pts  

3
rd

   Mike Clarke  & Bill Whittaker   33 pts     

Coffee Morning, 7
th

 March, 2011 

 

Lady Captain, Pauline Whitehead, Pamela Cunnington, Sandra Davison,Audrey Jones 

with their fiendish tombola stall 



All diets were tossed aside when the homemade cakes and pastries were spied on arrival at 

the annual coffee morning on 7th March, 2011.  Those who were really strong and able to 

resist the calories there and then could take home goodies of all description.  Anne Ludford 

and Sylvia Hall did a roaring trade and completely sold out. 

June Levy and Val Mackinnon manned the books and games stall and Francine did a great 

selling job on her bric-a-brac stand.  What a good sales lady Francine is turning out to be.  

Brenda Sykes was on hand with her lovely handmade cards which are always admired and 

thanks go to Brenda for donating all the proceeds. 

The star attraction was the innovative pull-a-ribbon tombola.  Once the word went round that 

the odds of winning were 3:1, Audrey Jones and Sandra Davison thought they may have to 

draft in some Vets as bouncers to control the queue, but in the end the crowds were orderly 

and well behaved.   Most pullers of ribbon won something.   David Jones obviously found it 

addictive and, determined to win, kept spending  pound after pound only to bag a tiny bottle 

of Mateus Rose.  Davidôs disappointment was made worse when he watched the next 

contestant, Mike Bury, scoop five or six prizes (and mostly alcohol!) for just a couple of 

pounds. 

In the putting competition, supervised by Trudy Heavyside, surprisingly, there was a dead 

heat between Charles Howarth and Mike Bury with a score of 130.  How did they manage to 

putt the ball through those tiny holes in that board?  In the sudden death play-off Charles lost 

to Mike after two rounds, but both won a prize - Mike adding to his wine cellar!   

Anne Ludford guessed the weight of the golf balls in a jar; Val Mackinnon guessed the 

weight of the cake (thank you to Lady Captain for decorating the cake so beautifully);  and 

Margaret Thompson and Margaret Booth guessed the name of the teddy bears.  Mr Captain 

(there were jobs for everyone) drew the raffle tickets - no simple task because there were so 

many.  Thanks to Debbie Costello and Gwyneth Buckley for staffing the entrance and selling 

the raffle tickets. 

Thanks also to Janet Godfrey and Pam Cunnington for making the tea and coffee and Janet 

McRoberts for dashing between stalls and kitchen to help everywhere.   A total of £500.97 

was raised and many thanks go to all who contributed. 

 Audrey Jones, author  

 

 



SINGLES STABLEFORD ï 12
TH

 MARCH 2011 

  

Steve had just returned from his second job as a mafia hit man. 

WINNER   Steve Birtles  33pts             LAST HOLE (3 PTS) 

RUNNER
 
UP               Roly Hewitt              33pts              LAST HOLE (2 PTS)  

3
rd
 Prize   Simon Barker  33pts  BK 5 (11 PTS) 

 

Top Dog Finals day, 20
th

 March, 2011 

 

Top Dogs: 

 

Overall Winners and holders of The Top Dog Shield: Nick Gorman & David Wilson  41 

points  (back nine 22) 



 

We all know that golf is fickle. Walking down the 11
th
 fairway Nick Gormon told his playing 

partners. ñMe óeads gone. Iôm giving up!ò This photo, taken at the 12
th
 is Nick, pocketing his 

ball, having taken 3 shots for 4 points. From there Nick and his partner, Dave Wilson, 

compiled a winning score. 

Runners Up: 

Mark Kitchen & Richard Hale  41 points  (back nine 21) 

 

 

The Competition of The Day: 

First Place: 

   

Brian Turnbull & Frank Forrester  42 points  (back nine 23) 

 

 



Runners Up: 

 

Phil Roberts & Chris Broster  42 points  (back nine 21) 

Third Place: 

John Allman & Philip Morley  42 points  (back nine 20) 

 

After the Winter Campaign the League Winners are as follows: 

League 1 

 

 

Rexie watches in dismay as his birdie opportunity lips out. 

Andrew Rexstraw & Paul Wagstaff    (joint winners)  

Mike Hanson & Peter Healey             (joint winners) 

Nick Gorman & David Wilson:          (joint winners)  

 

 



League 2 

 
Gareth Woolnough & Andrew Brocklehurst  

League 3 

 

Richard Davies & Steve Baldwin 

(with their Top Dog partners for the day, Bill and Irene Barrow) 



League 4 

   

Mark Kitchen & Richard Hale (joint winners)      Tony Jones and Steve Kidd 

League 5                                                                        League 6

 
Nick Madden & Roly Hewitt                                        Mark Jones & Glyn Roberts 

 

                                                                                                         



 

Oh, happy day! Mr. Captain had just enjoyed a slide down the 14
th
 tee. Meanwhile, to add to 

Duncan Challenôs expedition into the water at the 2
nd

, he contemplates how to play his drive 

of 60 yards from the 14
th
. To his credit Duncan put it on the green 

From the Social Committee - 

Zumba Night Friday March 18
th

 

An excellent turnout of 27 ladies showed up for our first one hour master class of the latest 

dance fitness craze ï Zumba, under the direction of our excellent dance instructor, Sarah 

Cresswell. Most managed the warm up easily as they did the first few exercises 20 minutes or 

so into the routines the first drink break came to the relief of many when much liquid 

refreshment was taken! 

After 30 minutes some of the participants (who shall remain nameless) sat down and asked 

breathlessly ñis it nearly overò to a response ñNo, there is another half hourò ñCan you tell 

Sarah one half hour is enoughò they gasped. Everybody else carried on enthusiastically until 

the hour was up and many óglowingô ladies left the floor. 

This initial Class was thoroughly enjoyed and over 20 Ladies indicated their willingness to 

attend any future classes as and when they could be organised. Social Committee will look at 

the possibility of having another class in the future if availability of the club can be found 

during the extremely busy season coming up.  

Forthcoming Social Events - 

Please come and support your new Captain, Ian Smith and Vice-Captain, Derek Worthington 

to start their year off with a bang ï 

By popular request of the participating teams an additional Quiz Night has been arranged for 

Friday April 15
th

 at 7.30 pm. 

Quizmaster Andrew Cainen. Entry Fee £1.00  



Captain óSnap Hookô Smith has arranged for your food to be a Potato Pie supper 

accompanied by fresh Crusty Bread and Red Cabbage at £3.50 per person. 

This yearôs FIZZ  Fashion Show is taking place on Tuesday April 19
th

 at 7.15 for a prompt 

7.30 pm start. 

High Fashion Clothes, accessories, Jewellery. Tickets £4.50 (Includes one glass of wine). 

Purchases can only be made using cash or cheque with guarantee card. FIZZ have ladies 

clothes shops in Hyde and Ashton. We have staged these fashion shows for quite a number of 

years and they are always very successful. On the evening FIZZ bring along a selection of 

clothes for sale, They also stage a fashion show complete with catwalk and models, Tickets 

include a glass of wine and sales are usually very good. We have several long mirrors 

scattered around the rooms in the club which enable ladies to try before they buy.   

 

Heather still has a few places left for her Good Friday Fish Evening 

(22
nd

 April)  7.30 ï 8.00 pm 4 Courses £17.50 

 

 

 

 

Our first big Social Event of the year is ï 

Patriotic St Georgeôs Dinner and Entertainment. 

Saturday, 23
rd

 April 7.30 for 8.00 pm  Tickets £17.50 

Back by demand for her second St George Event, the fabulous Cabaret 

singer óLISSAô 

Tomato Soup, Hot Roast Beef Carvery, Bramley 

 Apple Crumble, Coffee & Mints 

Limit 85 - Tickets on sale behind the bar. Dress ï Lounge Suit 

 

 

 

 

 



Romiley Golf Club A.G.M. 

A.G.Ms. are seen as a necessary evil yet without it how can a club like ours function. It canôt! 

However if an A.G. M. were ever enjoyable then this was it. All necessary protocols were 

whizzed through with lightning efficiency. ñAll those in favour?ò Carried nem.con. And so it 

continued. Members will be pleased to know that the minutes of the AGM will be available 

in the members-only area of the web site. 

The highlight of the evening was the acceptance by Olga Coverley and Gordon Davies of 

their mementoes for achieving Life Membership. Fifty years. Most of us will just dream of 

achieving it. Gordon Davies remarked that he was playing golf a few weeks ago with his 

youngest grandchild who posed the question of how old Gordon was. On hearing his 

response the youngest grandchild replied, ñAt that age you are lucky to be alive.ò And that 

provided Gordonôs theme for the evening. Lucky to be alive, lucky to be a member at 

Romiley golf Club and lucky to receive life membership. 

This is Olgaôs off-the cuff response. "Well, I won't sleep tonight after this!  Thank you to the 

Committee and everyone involved for their support, it's such a great pleasure to receive this 

lovely Award!  Fifty years? Where did all the time go?  I've made good friends and enjoyed 

so many experiences, but I intend to be around to enjoy a fair few more for a long time yet!!   

I thank you all so much for this great honour." 

 

Olga Coverley, Chairman of the Board, Neil McRoberts, Gordon Davies 



 

        The Goose (Your editor has no idea!)  Ian Smith, Mr. Captain  

SKY TV 

I am pleased to announce we have contracted for the full package of British Sky Broadcasting 

programmes for the next 12 months. We feel as a sporting club we should have this service for the 

benefit of all our members and guests.  

The óUltimate Packageô is the only one available to Golf Clubs and includes all Sky Sports 

programmes plus ESPN and individual Football Club channels together with the ability to record and 

re-play sporting events all in High Definition.  

There is a 47ò High Definition LCD Television in place of the existing set in the lounge. The older set 

has been re-sited in the alcove at the back of the room where small groups can watch their choice of 

programme. This TV will be located on a bracket that rotates to enable members to watch 

conveniently at the back of the room without the need to move to the opposite end of the lounge. 

Whatever programme is being broadcast on Sky in the main lounge will also be broadcast in the back 

bar. The big screen and projector will still be available but a replacement High Definition unit is not 

in our plans at the moment. 

Our Captain, Ian Smith, will be organising various sporting event evenings (and the occasional day) to 

encourage members to come up and watch many of the sporting events covered by Sky. On the odd 

occasion a game of golf will be incorporated in particular the derby match between Manchester City 

and Manchester United. Heather Mercer will be offering low cost supper options to encourage 

attendance. 

We hope our membership will be encouraged to support these events to ensure our subscription will 

continue after the initial contract.  

 P A Royle House Director. 



JUNIOR SECTION  

Because of a shortage of Junior Members it has been necessary this year for the Club to 

withdraw from the Derbyshire and Cheshire League. For a Club such as Romiley this is not 

an acceptable situation. It is very clear that we need to recruit new members, stimulate 

interest in the Section and make it a vibrant and successful part of the Club. Many of our 

present low handicap golfers, including your new Captain Ian Smith, are all former members 

of the Junior Section and there is no doubt whatsoever that the better the Junior Section, the 

brighter  the future of the Club. There is an enormous amount of goodwill amongst members 

towards the Junior Section and what I would like to do now is harness that goodwill and 

transform it, initially into a happy and active Section to which youngsters want to belong, and 

eventually into a successful Section of which we can all be proud. I remember when Ron 

Harrison was Captain he said that he wanted members to have fun, and I think that is what we 

should aim for with the Junior Section. It would be wonderful if we could develop a Junior 

Section that blended good golf with good fun. If we could do this, then I feel sure we would 

not be short of Junior Members. 

Developing a vibrant and successful junior section is not going to be achieved over night and 

I ask for your support and patience. Any ideas you may have to improve our current situation 

will be gratefully received and your assistance in introducing prospective members will be 

very much appreciated. 

Bob Blundell, Chair, Junior Section 

 

 

Junior Committee 

Bob Blundell                  Nick Madden                Graham Drabble         Malcolm Booker 

 B 

 

 


