Romiley Golf Club

November/December Newsletter 2011
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Neil McKinnon, Lady Captain, Val McKinnon and Mr Captain
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distinctly Scottish, with Neil McKinnon (who
Aa {O020GA&aK0O YR aN
the full distance by choosing to wear kilts and
the full regalia instead of the more
conventional dinner jackets.

These early distractions attracted a lot of
attention from the ladies present, who were
mainly anxious to learn whether Mr Captain
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extends to garments which are not normally seen. However he did look remarkably comfortable wearing a
G a1 A M@ ndagwelBisée him on the red tees occasionally from now on.

For the 87 members and guests, the evening began with a fantastic rendition of bagpipes music, performed
from the raised area at the side of the main bar, after which we all took our places for the fabulous meal
which Heather had prepared.
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consternation initially, but Simon Hebden settled everyone on our table by pouring a measure of Scotch
over the haggis and tucking in with gusto. My last encounter with haggis was nearly 40 years ago, so | was a
bit wary, but the whisky certainly did the trick for me.

The main course was a buffet, served in the Snooker Room. There was a wide selection of meats, fish and
salads, and the general view afterwards that it was excellent. Well done, Heather. She actually gave me a
mild ticking off for not mentioning herandthS adl FF Ay Y& NBOASs 2F (K
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Desserts and coffee were served at the table, and then it was time for dancing in the lead up to midnight.
The disco was brilliant. The selection of music was perfect for the occasion, and as midnight approached we
were encouraged to go onto the balcony, or stay near the windows to watch the fireworks display which
started as the chimes of Big Ben rang out.

After midnight, the dancing continued apace, but gradually numbers started to dwindle as the revellers
began to make their weary ways home. Not so everyone however, and rumours abound that a certain table
was still in full flow well into the early hours of 2012.

Martyn Wilson

Good to see P9 Mr Captain with
Alex White ' 2 Colin Davies,
& his wife, A another late night
Nicola, at a ; rebel- rouser, with
social event. ‘ =_ A ' proof they had a

‘ good night!




Boxing Day 2011

One of the highlights of the social side of our Club has always been the Annual Boxing
Day Bash. The event for the last two years has had to be cancelled due to snow on
the course, but thankfully this year the weather relented and 34 hardy souls set out
over the back nine holes to the sound of the air-horn (Health & Safety prevents the
use of a shotgun) at 10:00 am.

The turnout was somewhat down on previous years, but those who did venture out
enjoyed the course in fine condition, followed by excellent mulled wine and mince
pies provided by Heather and her staff. Hopefully next year will see a bigger field for
this fun event.

The competition allows only three clubs to be used, so there was much deliberation
as to which weapons would be most appropriate for the challenge. Some competitors
chose to leave the putter in the car and use a long(ish) iron to putt with. Phil Roberts
in particular remarked that he putted better with his four iron than he normally did
gAGK KAA Llzid SNE 0 dabke this phasophgzyith kirh Btb the
2012 playing season.

There was also the opportunity for much banter, and Glenn Casely managed to
persuade Mr Captain to use his driver for his second shot on hole 16, which he
completely duffed, much to the amusement of the other three in the group. This did
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both of them at risk of disqualification.

Colin Davies produced the winning score of 20 Stableford points, with Glenn Casely
one point back on 19. However, they were not the only prize winners as everyone
who plays is required to bring a prize, preferably wrapped to disguise the true
contents of the package.

Andrew Cainen had prepared a special prize for the best disguise, and this was won
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At about 12.25 p.m. on Friday f6December in Romiley centre there seemed to be a kind of hush; a
hiatus. Then came the sound. Cars hurtling towards the Golf Club. A teeming mass of Stirling Moss
jostling for the nearest entrance. Once on foot those on zimmer frames used them to great advantag
As the Vets entered the upstairs lounge they rushed to put their name cards in the most advantageo
positions whilst Derek Clarkin rallied his troops to defendthie2 LJ G 6f S® | yR a2 |
Dinner and AGM gets underway.

At 1 p.m. a single toll of the bell brings silence for the outgoing Chairman, the exemplary Malcolm
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school grace that he used.
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And so a packed room fell ravenously on the sumptuous fare provided by Heather Mercer. By 3 p.m,|
replete group with party hats askew were ready teedl with the AGM. This is an event feared by alll
groups but RGC Vets have it worked out to the finest detail. From start to finish it took a mere 15
minutes. As the outgoing Chair passed the duties of office to the incoming Chair, Mike Wilson, the
agenda whistled through.
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to signify agreement. The final act was the applause for the generosity of Neil McRoberts, the Chairr
of Romiley Golf Club, forhisful | YR dzya g SNIAY 3 &dzLILIR2 NI F2NJ K¢

John Glynn




BURCHALL OR. BLADES

ALLENGE SHIELD

Mr . President, Ken

Cooper, flanked by th

Vets4 BBB Bogey
Saturday 19" November 2011

3rd: Martin Clark & Dennis Garlick - 7 up cpo

Vets 9 hole Stableford Friday
25" November 2011

3rd: Vinney Cook 17 pts
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4 Ball Team EventSaturday 26" November 2011

2nd: Gary Williams, John Allman, Lynden Kirby, Phil Morley (in the same parallel universe) ¢ 87 pts

JUNIOR BCTIONNovember 2011

This year we have recruited ten new Junior Members. There are now eighteen members of the Section but
regretfully only about fourteen of these are active. The majority are young, under eleven years old and very
inexperienced. A series of group coaching sessions has been held by our professional, Alex White. These
sessions have been followed by small competitions. Alex clearly has a gift for communicating with young and
inexperienced golfers and good progress has been made. Also, Alex has now started giving coaching sessions at
Romiley and Greave Primary Schools and we are hopeful that this will eventually produce more new Junior
Members for the Club.

At the other end of the spectrum our two better players, Joe Maloney and Mark Smith, leave the Junior Section
this year. They have been a great asset to the Section, very good role models in every way, and they will be
sadly missed by the Section.

The minimum age limit for juniors joining the Club has been removed and any youngster who has the right
attitude and interest will be considered for membership. We want to develop County and above standard
golfers and to do this it is essential that talent should be identified at an early age then nurtured and developed.

Adult Members are asked to give encouragement and support wherever possible to Junior Members and to
nominate suitable youngsters for membership.

Bob Blundell, Junior Organiser



National Food Hygiene Rating Schemez
Commendation from Stockport Boroug h
Council
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such asStockport Council's Scores on the
Doors has been recognised and a national
scheme has now been introduced by the
Food Standards Agency.

The aim of the scheme is to provide
consumers with at a glance information
about hygiene standards found during
plannedinspections and to help them make
informed choices about where they buy and
eat food. Having a national scheme will help
ensure consistency for businesses who
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The Board of RGC is pleased to inform its
members that our kitchen eceived the top
accolade of 5! Well done, Heather.

St . Anneos

Friday 2"* December 2011

Mr. Captain, Mr. President and Barrie
Broadhurst were pleased to go to St
Anneds Golf Club fc
After an adventurous drive with Barrie
as the chauffeur, they arrived at the
right address but the hotel had changed
its name. Mr. Captain investigated the
premises and came back with a worried
look. The rooms had been booked there
but for Friday night not Thursday.
(Organiser? Barrie) An alternative hotel
was found.

It all proved worthwhile for Mr. President
who reigned supreme and demolished
the field with a total of 22 pts for the 9
hole Stableford competition played after
a sumptuous lunch.

Bonanza: 4 Ball , Better Ball Saturday®®December 2011

We were promised wind, rain and sunshine. Well, they got two out of three right!!!
What a day. The wind blew a gale and the rain came down in sheets. In between
the showers (there was usually a 5 minute gap) it was quite nice. However, the

heaviest rain decided to fall just after my umbrella was destroyed by the hurricane
that hit us on the 3" (actually the 12" as we started on the 10™).

Despite the weather some reasonable scores came in and the winners, John Nolan
& Steve Lawton, managed an amazing 35 points
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Foray to the 13th
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disinterested in the course and its development. Three ladies, Margaret Thompson, Ann
Booth and Jean McDonald, proved that by visiting, at the invitation of Greens Chairman
Peter Milnes, the 13th green to view the new bunkers. Peter led the expedition,
accompanied by Lady Captain, and the ladies were driven by Martin Thompson and Alex.
Definite approval was given for the very curvy sand traps, though the difficulty rating of
the strategic placement did not go unnoticed. Endorsement was given also to the
planned planting of rhododendrons at the back of the green and daffodils on the 1st and
18th. The work:in progress on the 12th tee was inspected and the 7th tee was given the
once over, with much discussion and reminiscence about the carry to the fairway on the
7th, and of course the dreaded tree.

The ladies were very grateful to Peter, Martin and Alex for thinking of them and taking
the time:to drive them over the course, and thankful that the timing was perfect and
they managed to miss the tornadoes that hit the area shortly afterwards.




LadiesChristmas Bonanza 8/12/11

The day of the Christmas Bonanza dawned cold, with stormy weather threatening. A quick call to the pro shop
confirmed, though, that the course was indeed open so off we went to do battle!

Twenty-eight ladies teed off and, although the course was wet underfoot and putting definitely a bit hit and miss, we
were not dispirited, even after a heavy shower which drenched us half-way round.
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very much appreciated.

The tables were beautifully decorated (thanks to Mr Captain and Julie) and each lady had a cracker containing either
make-up or a golf ball, plus a chocolate and an extra joke. The best crackers | have had for a long time. (Thanks to
Lady Captain).

Winner on the day, following a card play-off with Val McKinnon, was Beryl
Reade with a magnificent score of 19 points over 9 holes. Beryl was
presented with her prize by Lady Captain.

[AfTAlY {YAGK gla Ftaz2 LINBaSyidSR
Turkey Trot competition when 48 ladies played. Lilian scored 36 Stableford
points over 14 holes.

Sandra Davison







9 hole Shotgun Start Stableford Team Event
and Christmas Draw, Sunday 11/12/2011

To say conditions were wet is an understatement. What came to mind was that 1958 classic song by
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Winners of the front 9: Harry Parker, Brian
Turnbull, Geoff Fisher and Andrew

Brocklehurst

Winners of the back 9: Peter and Marjorie John Nolan, smiling winner of one of
Healey, Graham Whitehead and Lilian Smith, the star prizes.

50 points

The prizes were many and varied, most given by members, and all well worth winning: Manchester
United tickets, a luxury hamper, Champagne, lots of wine, and boxes of chocolates to nhame but a
few.

Very grateful thanks go to all those who made donations and those who bought tickets.



Doreen & Philip Sproson

| thought a few words about the donation of a new bench on the 11" hole would be appropriate as
it has been very kindly presented to the club as a way of expressing their appreciation by two
people who have gained so much enjoyment over the years sitting on the bench behind the 14™
(yellow) tee enjoying the views and watching the golfers teeing off in all weathers.

Doreen and Philip Sproson have lived on Sandy Lane in Romiley for the past 12 years, Philip retiring
as the local NatWest Bank Manager in 1993. His wife Doreen, having retired from the bank, became
a school photographer and to date remains a keen amateur photographer.

Inscribed on the bench are the following words which Mr & Mrs Sproson requested we highlight to
the readers:

THIS BLESSED PLOT, THIS EARTH, THIS REALM, THIS ENGLAND"
WE ARE STILL ENING "OUR LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN ON EARTH"

OUR APPRECIATIONS AND THANKS TO ROMILEY GOLF CLUB IN PARTICULAR THE G

One of their hobbies, like many of us, is
walking (away from their ten grandchildren!)
around the local area and they have spent
many happy hours wandering around
Werneth Low and of course RGC which they
KIgS 02YS G2 NB3IINR

The club is also grateful to Mr and Mrs
Sproson for their kind generosity in
presenting a cheque for £750 which will be
put to good use by our Course Manager,
Martin Thompson

The club wishes to express its sincere
appreciation for this wonderful gesture. We
wish them well for the future and hope they
continue to enjoy the views around the
course.

Philip Sproson presenting Martin Thompson with a cheque
Peter Milnes

Greens Director




80 not out
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Theatre to see The Lady Killers
was the way that Heather Rubery
celebrated her 80th birthday on
2nd December. Heather and
her husband, John, were joined in
London by two of their children
and their four grandchildren and
other members of the family, 12
in all. Their eldest son, who lives
and works in Rome, came home
with his Italian wife for Christmas
to continue the celebrations.

Heather has been a member for
25 years and up to now has
regularly played 18 holes but
GKAYla GKFEG y2¢
to joint the 9 hole ladies this
coming season.
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many more Yyears of playing 9
holes.

The Wanderers Happy at
Christmas
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Dinner at the club on 14 December with a full
turnout of all 17 members. An excellent mea
was enjoyed by all.

Chairman, Alan Hopwood, welcomed
members and presented both the Boycott
Trophy and the Victor Ludorum to Geoff
Fisher who was congratulated by all for his
golf during the year. Tribute was paid to Barry
I OCAI
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travel far!

Fortunately, there was no reoccurrence of the
2010 fire!

7 AT A A CWlaiinag Alan Hopwood,
presents Geoff with his trophies




John Glynn Phil Roberts Chris Broster Martyn Wilson Audrey Jones

Editorial Team

Your Editor, John Glynn, has had a Christmas to remember, but not parties and celebrating because he was in
hospital and in pain. His second new knee is great but recovery from complications has been slower than
expected with lots of sleep needed. Audrey has stepped in and finished the Newsletter which John started.
LQY &dz2NB e2dzQ@S |ttt 0SSy grAGAY3d gAGK oFGSR o1



